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Ramona Senecal and her nephew David Grier, BComm 91, GrDip 92, have 
been instrumental in developing the Colors of Concordia Award by organizing 
fundraising activities and through personal contributions. 
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Vee to The Gift, a newsletter intended to inform 
Aupporters of Concordia University of events, issues 
and accomplishments related to fundraising and volunteerism. 


Your investment in Concordia is vitally important. Your gifts 

help the University fulfill its academic mission, create scholarships 
and bursaries, support research and help build and maintain 
Concordia’s infrastructure. 


We hope that you find this newsletter both informative and 
entertaining. For more information on donating to Concordia, 
contact the Office of University Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
514-848-2424 ext. 4856, alumni@alcor.concordia.ca. 
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onflicts make good headlines, 

but they generally don’t tell 

the whole story. So in September 
2002, after a series of events led 
Concordia to be featured in local and 
international news for the wrong 
reasons, Ramona Senecal was spurred 
into action to correct that image. 

“The press only seemed to be high- 
lighting the negative,” says Senecal, 
a secretary in the John Molson School 
of Business (JMSB). “Without dimin- 
ishing the legitimate concerns of 
some groups, the heightened cultural 
conflicts reported in the media were 
not reflective of my everyday experi- 
ences at Concordia. Although con- 
flicts make for great stories, there 
are many students and faculty who 
are happy to experience and learn 
from Concordia’s cultural diversity.” 
A tireless volunteer for many years 

in community causes, Senecal also 
participates in the annual Tour de 
l'fle, a 48 km cycling tour around 
Montreal that has become a rite of 
spring. For the past four years, 
Senecal has coordinated a team of 
cyclists from the University, called 
the “Colors of Concordia,” who enjoy 
a day of great Concordia spirit and 
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camaraderie while raising funds towards a student 
award. 

Initially, Colors of Concordia raised money for 
Centraide, but since 2005 participants cycle for 
the Colors of Concordia Award. Last year’s team 
had more than 300 Concordia students, staff, 
faculty and alumni representing more than 70 
countries. 

Thus far, $17,000 has been raised toward estab- 
lishing a $24,000 endowment, in partnership with 
CASA (Commerce & Administration Student 
Association) & CASA Cares, the association’s chari- 
ty branch, which helps collect money and organize 
events such as the picnic that follows the Tour de 
ile and the annual Teddy Bear Adoption. 

Each year, the Colors of Concordia Award goes 
to a student who has demonstrated initiative in 
trying to unite people from different cultures 
and promoting cultural integration, through 


More than 300 cyclists joined the Colors of Concordia 
team for the 2006 Tour de I’ile in Montreal in September. 


on-campus or community activities, or inter-university 
exchanges. In 2006, the first Colors of Concordia 
scholarship went to political science and sociology 
student Awel Uwihanganye, who is from Uganda 
and who has worked tirelessly laying the ground- 
work for both the Global Forum on International 
Cooperation (GFIC), which he founded, and the 
Concordia Volunteer Abroad Program (CVAP), of 
which he is a co-founder. 

Explains Senecal, “The causes that are closest 
to my heart are the ones that have touched me 
through life experience.” She adds, “The older I 
get the more I feel it’s not enough to just engage 
in dialogue. I wanted to do something concrete 
that would have a direct impact on cultural 
relations at Concordia.” @ 


To learn more about the award and how to participate: 
colorsofconcordia.com 


66 Had it not been for your benevolence, | would not have been able to complete my academic year. Perhaps one day 
| will be in a situation where | can be of help to someone in a similar situation. 99 
— Concordia student and bursary recipient 
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Crossroads to Greece 


(a4 pen any textbook on western civilization — it 
goes without saying that everything starts with 
the Greeks,” declares communication studies 

professor Nikos Metallinos. Indeed, Ancient Greece 

undeniably continues to influence the way we live our 
lives today — more than 2,500 years on, Greek thought 


remains at the foundation of modern western democra- 


cy, philosophy and science. 

Concordia’s Hellenic Studies Unit, Metallinos 
explains, is an important crossroads for the study 
of Greek civilization and the continuity of culture 
through time. “We live in a multicultural, global village 
in which technology is threatening to wipe us out. If 
one cannot maintain their culture, whatever it is, one 
quickly becomes a number. Historical context contin- 
ues to give people new understandings and new dimen- 
sions for expressing their cultures.” 

Metallinos was one of the founders of the Hellenic 
Studies Unit in 2000 and has worked assiduously to 
promote Greek culture to the University community 
and public at large. The Unit’s mandate is to encourage 
the study and awareness of Greece’s splendid cultural 
heritage. Largely through Metallinos’s efforts, 
Concordia has introduced more courses related to 
Greece, particularly Greek language courses in the 
Department of Classics, Modern Languages and 
Linguistics, and Byzantine studies, which explore the 
role of the Eastern Roman Empire in the preservation 
of Hellenism. The University now offers 18 courses in 
its Greek Studies cluster; Metallinos hopes to establish 
a minor in Hellenic Studies in the near future. The 
Unit also offers annual scholarships and organizes a 
three-credit summer seminar in Greece that includes 
tours of major archeological sites in the cradle of west- 
ern civilization. 

One of the Unit’s key activities is the Annual 
Hellenic Studies Lecture Series, which over the past 
six years has brought more than 20 world-renowned 
scholars to Concordia. The series was initiated with 
a $10,000 gift from Paul Kefalas, BEng 75, MEng 79, 
LLD 96, CEO of the engineering and manufacturing 
firm ABB and a former member of Concordia’s Board 
of Governors. More recently, Demetrius Manolakos, 

S BA 56, president of the Canadian Hellenic Congress, 
has been the series’ main sponsor. 
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Communications professor Nikos Metallinos, coordinator 
of the Hellenic Studies Unit, says, “In any given year 
Concordia has about 1,500 students of Greek descent 
enrolled here, more than any other university in Quebec.” 


Each year, the series focuses on a different theme; 
this year’s series is “Mass Media: Roles, Power and 
Responsibilities.” The lectures attract members of the 
Concordia community together with Montrealers of 
Greek and non-Greek descent. 

Interestingly, much of the funding for the Unit’s 
activities has come from small donations from mem- 
bers of Montreal’s Greek community, many not directly 
associated with Concordia. Metallinos says, “We have a 
very strong culture and are very proud and determined 
to maintain it.” @ 


This year’s Annual Hellenic Studies Lecture Series, 
Mass Media: Roles, Power and Responsibilities, runs 
January 19, February 16 and April 13. 

For more information: 514-848-2424 ext. 2536, or 
nikos@vaxz2.concordia.ca. 


ff This is the best surprise | have ever received. With this award, | can afford to have at least one semester devoted 
entirely to school. It makes me even more proud of coming to Concordia. 99 
— Concordia student and scholarship recipient 
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Banking on the Future 


t the turn of the last century, a magnificent 
ay building adorned with monumental stone 

columns reminiscent of the Temple of Zeus 
opened its doors to the Montreal community. Situated 
at the corner of Guy and Ste. Catherine streets, for the 
next 100 years the neoclassical building would serve 
as a bank branch of TD Canada Trust, and the com- 
mercial centre of west downtown. 

Last spring, as it celebrated its 150th anniversary, 
TD Canada Trust donated the distinctive historical 
building to Concordia University. 

“The gift of the TD Bank is a very important addi- 
tion to the downtown campus,” says Clarence Epstein, 
director of special projects in the President’s Cabinet. 
“The TD Bank was what the Church of St. James the 
Apostle and the Grey Nuns Order was to the religious 
core of the area — it was the commercial centre. So 
this gift to Concordia is very important because it 
shows the University’s crossroads of commercial, reli- 
gious, community and educational interests.” 

The building, valued at $1.4 million, was built in 
1903 as a branch of the Bank of Toronto. It was one of 
the first commercial projects of Ross and MacFarlane, 
who were inspired by the Knickerbocker Trust 
Company building, constructed four years earlier in 
New York City. It, in turn, was modelled on the Temple 
of Zeus in Agrigento, c. 480 BC. 

The building comprises approximately 1,280 square 
metres, 350 in the bank branch and 930 over the three 
floors above, and is adjacent to the projected John 
Molson School of Business building, whose construc- 
tion will begin in 2007. TD Canada Trust will continue 


Donors to Concordia can direct their 
gifts to a wide variety of campaigns and 
giving options, on a yearly basis or over 
a multi-year commitment. Here is the list 
of current University campaigns: 


= Student Support, including the Adopt-a-Student 
program, to provide scholarships, fellowships 
and bursaries to outstanding and needy students 
= Faculty Priorities, to address the specific needs 
of students, researchers and faculty members in 
Concordia’s four academic faculties: 
- Arts and Science 
- Engineering & Computer Science 
- Fine Arts 
- John Molson School of Business 


The historic TD Canada Trust building, on the corner of 
Guy and Ste. Catherine streets. 


to operate the branch by leasing the space from 
Concordia, while Concordia will take over and re-fit 
the three floors above. @ 


= Concordia Libraries, for acquisitions and expansion 

= Recreation and Athletics, towards the expansion of 
our facilities and the needs of Concordia’s student 
athletes 

= Loyola Refectory Restoration Campaign, to 
restore the elegant Loyola Campus Refectory 

= Loyola or Sir George Williams Initiatives, 
including the Loyola Alumni Association 
Educational Grant and the Association of Alumni 
of Sir George Williams Endowment Fund 

= Institute in Management and Community 
Development, towards the Concordia program 
that teaches the management of community 
and grassroots organizations. 
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